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METHODIST MESSAGES 

Upcoming Lent Events at Coon Rapids UMC: 

 

Lent Weekday worship: “Carefully Considering Christ’s Cup”                

Mondays at 11:15 AM  

Wednesdays at 6 PM  

Messages by Lay leadership at Coon Rapids UMC 

Casual, blended worship in the Chapel  

(we’ll supply coffee and tea; Childcare provided) 
 

Chancel Choir Cantata: “Love Took His Breath Away”    

Saturday, April 13, 7 PM  & Sunday, April 14, 9 AM 

Come hear the message of Jesus’ love in music. Invite your  friends! 

 

Maundy Thursday Prayer Vigil     (see page 3)                                    

Thursday, April 18 from 6 AM to 11 PM 

Jesus said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.  

Stay here and keep watch with me.” Matthew 26:38 (NIV) 

Come, watch and pray with Jesus in honor of His last night with His friends 

Sign up online (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0545afae28a1f58-maundy) or 
contact Tammy Gallagher (TammyCRUMC@gmail.com) and she will sign you up 

 

Good Friday worship gathering                                                                 

Friday, April 19 at 7 PM 

And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice,  

he gave up his spirit. Matthew 27:50-54 (NIV) 

Come honor Jesus and the incredible sacrifice He made for our sake 

Quiet worship,  Chancel choir singing 

 

Two Easter Sunday Worship Celebrations                     

Sunday, April 21 at 9 AM and 10:30 AM 
 

“Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  

He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.” Matthew 28:5 (NIV) 

Coon Rapids United Methodist Church April 2019 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0545afae28a1f58-maundy
mailto:TammyCRUMC@gmail.com
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Adult Fellowship Friends  

April 12 at 11:30am.  
 

Come join us for potluck lunch. Stay to play 
games afterward; cards, board games, your  

favorite or learn a new game.  Please sign up in 
the hallway by the church office with your favor-

ite dish and to make sure there's a place for 
you!  If you have any questions, please call 

Clarice 763-755-1514, Lynda 763-755-4615,  
AuraLee 763-421-7788 or Pam 763-784-

3988.  We hope to see you.   

SAVE THE DATE! 
ADULT TRIP TO THE BWCA! 

(Boundary Waters Canoe Area) 
 
Thursday, August 8 - Sunday, August 
11, 2019 
 
Calling all adults - 
- Hear the Loons a ‘calling! 
- Paddle pristine lakes! 
- Eat wood fire grilled pizza! 
       and so much more! 
 
More info coming soon.   Can't wait? 
Contact:   
Chris Bennett-Gagner  612-716-0713 
or Kevin Stockman  612-581-4185 

Lenten Gatherings 

Do you work on Sundays? 
Or simply want a weekday option to 
worship God in your community?  

Don’t want to drive at night? 

We have your solution! 

We will be offering worship gatherings  
during the Lenten season: 

Mondays at 11:15 am 

 April 1 and 8 

Wednesdays at 6 pm 

 April 3 and 10 

Come; be inspired by a team of lay leaders 
from our congregation;  
John Lloyd, Tammy Gallagher, Don  
Anderson, and Nancy Mahowald will be 
leading worship. 

So take your pick – Monday or Wednesday. 
Join us in the Chapel.  We’ll have coffee and 
childcare available.  

Family Camp July 21-27 

"I am the DEAN of Camp Minnesota's Family 

Camp 2 at Northern Pines this July 21-27 and I 

would like to personally invite my church family to 

join my family and me as we celebrate God's 

Greatness in Park Rapids, MN. This camp has all 

of the traditional amenities of summer camp: 

swimming, canoeing, paddle boarding, fishing, 

pontooning, biking, hiking and golf. It also has 

cabin housing - no tents!, praising, learning and 

camp fire songs. What's special about our camp 

session is that we have fully vegetarian options at 

each meal; real, good food - not just crescent 

rolls wrapped around a hot dog; a daily yoga 

practice, Family Olympics, Ladies Lunch and so 

much more! If you've seen Camp Minnesota's 

brochure in the past and thought, "I'd do that if 

only I knew there'd be somebody there I would 

know" NOW IS YOUR CHANCE! Check out this 

session, and all of the other offerings at   

https://www.campminnesota.org/ 

Or email me at dibridenstine@gmail.com to learn 

more about this wonderful, affordable family sum-

mer camp! I promise you won't be disappointed."    

Di Bridenstine 

https://www.campminnesota.org/
mailto:dibridenstine@gmail.com
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April 18, 2019   Maundy Thursday Prayer Vigil 
Coon Rapids UMC Sanctuary 

 
When Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane he asked the disciples to sit with him and watch. 
Matthew 26:36-38 (NIV)  Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he 
said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee 
along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is over-
whelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 
 
In honor of Jesus' incredible sacrifice for us, we are planning a Maundy Thursday prayer vigil in the 
Sanctuary on Thursday, April 18th. We would like to have at least two people praying throughout the 
scheduled time. Feel free to sit, stand, kneel, or walk around  You can pray silently or aloud.  You 
can read from the Bible, write your thoughts or even draw a picture … however you feel closest to 
God. This is one way to say, “Jesus, Your sacrifice and love for me is so great that I am willing to 
take time out to stay awake and just be with you."   
 
Demonstrate your willingness to keep watch with Jesus… to be with Him by praying with Him. 
Would you be willing to come to the Coon Rapids UMC Sanctuary to pray on Maundy Thursday? 
Please sign up online at www.coonrapidsumc.org or call Tammy Gallagher  763-755-6990 
 

Thank you for your servant-heart, and for your ongoing prayers. 
 

Vibrant, relative, impacting prayer is essen-

tial now even more than ever. Being a vital 

congregation is all about prayer and opening 

ourselves to the breaking in of the Holy Spirit. 

Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey will lead this work-

shop on creating a breakthrough prayer initia-

tive in each congregation. 

Participants will be inspired by testimonies of how the Spirit is moving in churches that 

have engaged in breakthrough prayer, and they will leave with an action plan for developing a 

breakthrough prayer initiative in their own churches.  

Coon Rapids UMC is forming a team to go to this workshop as we begin the MCCI (Missional 

Church Consulting Initiative) process.   

Please contact Pastor Dianna or Tammy Gallagher if you have questions or would be interested in 

attending this workshop with us.  The deadline to register is April 1, 2019. 

Saturday, April 6, 2019 from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Lunch will be provided for all participants 

LOCATION: 

Cross Winds UMC 
15001 Weaver Lake Road 
Maple Grove, MN 55311 
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In Layman's Terms:  The Thoughts and Musings of a Certified Lay Minister 

 
"Not Good Enough" 

 
The older I get, the more I realize that it is harder for me to do things, like getting out of 

bed in the morning without feeling any pain, reading without my glasses, and  walking on ice 
without falling. In my younger days, I was able to do all three of those things easily but alas, 
not anymore.  

There is another thing that I used to do quite frequently in years past that I struggle with 
nowadays: writing. I used to be able to pick up a pen back in my pre-computer youth, grab a 
notebook, and write. I would write poems, song lyrics (even though I am musically 
challenged), and put my thoughts down on paper. But nowadays I struggle with doing that. 
It's not that I have run out of ideas or thoughts...trust me, my mind is active and sometimes 
works overtime. No, the problem I encounter now is that I look at my writing and feel that it's 
not good enough. Sometimes I have thoughts in my head that I simply can't put into words. 
Other times I look at something I've written and it seems so bland and uninteresting. Still on 
other occasions, I think I am writing some grandiose prose and it turns out to read more like a 
pre-school nursery rhyme. In my opinion, my writing is not good enough. 

Interesting, huh? Have you ever felt that way? Ever feel like you aren't good enough? I 
think many of us have felt that way, or feel that way, from time to time. We feel that we aren't 
smart enough or pretty enough or wealthy enough and that we just don't measure up to 
others. That's when our faith steps in to remind us that God tells us we are His beloved. We 
are all uniquely and wonderfully made by the same God who created the universe. The same 
hands that created our world and universe also formed us from the dust. When we struggle 
with  our feelings of self-worth, God reminds us time and time again that we are His creation 
and  that He loves us. For me, as I get older, I realize that I have to change my expectations 
of myself and especially my writing. I don't have to feel that every thought I write down must 
be worthy of winning an award or must garner lots of "likes" on social media. No, I simply 
need to remember to let my words be His, to continue letting God speak to me and to put 
those words down on paper or on my computer.  

Dear friends, no matter where you are in your lives, please remember that you are good 
enough. You are wonderfully and beautifully made by our loving God, and you have been 
given gifts to share with the world. Share your gifts with others! Let your light shine for all to 
see! Remember: God loved you, and still loves you, so much that He gave his only son to die 
for you. Jesus loves you so much that He knew you were worth dying for. You are good 
enough: now, go forth and let the world know it! 

 
Amen.       

John Lloyd 

The United Methodist Women Spring Bazaar  
 
Saturday evening, April 13th, and Sunday morning, April 14th. Shop and support the mis-
sions of United Methodist Women. We help women, youth and children through Emma Nor-
ton, Alexandra House, Hope for Youth, and the Veterans Home in Anoka.  
  
You can help with the bazaar by signing up on the bulletin board in the hall or contact Gail 
Chalbi at gchalbi1146@q.com or 763-755-3365 . Opportunities to help with the collection  
Saturday, the sale Saturday evening and Sunday morning, sitting at the bazaar during either 
Cantata performance and clean up from about 11:00 to 12:30 on Sunday.  
Donations can be brought in Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (The earlier the better since we 
will be selling before and after the Cantata Saturday evening.)  
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Our Medical Equipment  
Lending Program    

can provide you, your loved one, a friend or 
family member with the following: Crutches, 
canes, walkers, or a shower chair. These 
items have all been donated, and intended 
for the use of those in need. Contact the 
church office to sign out the item and return it 
to Coon Rapids UMC when the need has 
ended.   Contact Kathy Facer if you need 
help. 

Hygiene Kit Materials 
 
We will be collecting the following items during the months of 
April and May. You may bring in completed kits, individual 
items, or money. The kits will be taken to Annual Conference 
by the delegates from our church. Most of the kits are distrib-
uted within the United States.  
Thank you for caring for those in need.  
 

 One hand towel (15 x 25 –17 x 27 inches) (No kitchen, 
cleaning, or microfiber towels) 

 One washcloth (No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber 
towels) 

 One comb Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of 
teeth (No pocket combs or picks) 

 One toenail or fingernail clipper (No emery boards or 
metal nail files) (This is a change) 

 Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger) (No Ivory or 
Jergen's soap; Do not remove from packaging) 

 One adult toothbrush (Do not remove from packag-
ing; ONE toothbrush per package) 

 10 adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inches) (This is a 
change); common household bandaids 

 One one-gallon size re-sealable bag 
 $2.00 per kit for toothpaste and shipping 

 

Help us partner with the Spirit River Community 

to provide food to those in need. 
  

Volunteer opportunities available to people of all  

abilities… from unloading the truck to handing out tokens.   

  

People from age 12 to 92 have successfully volunteered,  

so don’t count yourself out. God needs you! 

  

Isanti Middle School; 201 Centennial Dr; Isanti, MN 55040 

Matthew 25 Food  

Distribution 
  

Saturday, April 27                                    

Saturday, May 25 
  

8:55 AM to 12 noon 



 

6 

Sharing Life The Mission Field is coming to You This Summer! Experience something 

amazingly powerful! Loving hosts needed for Japanese students studying at Bethel Uni-
versity for 3 weeks in August. Host homes can be couples, families, or singles. The stu-
dents study English and American culture at Bethel University, Mon - Fri. Transportation 
help & stipend provided. Contact Deb Anderson 763-522-5051 djamwa@aol.com. Questions? Con-
tact Eric Gossett at Coon Rapids UMC (gossett@bethel.edu). 

mailto:gossett@bethel.edu
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Click here for online Calendar 

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73809828
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Coon Rapids UMC  

info@coonrapidsumc.org 

(763) 755-6990 

www.coonrapidsumc.org 

Church Calendar Online 
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Church Staff 

Pastor: Dianna Dunham Foltz DiannaDFoltz@gmail.com 

Ministry Support: Tammy Gallagher TammyCRUMC@gmail.com 

Administrator: Cathi Weber cathi@coonrapidsumc.org 

Youth: Becky Boorman beckyb@coonrapidsumc.org 

Children & Education: Kayla Christensen kayla@coonrapidsumc.org 

Music Director: Jo Franta jofranta@aol.com 

Custodians: Jerry & Joyce Bartlett 763-755-4155 

Day Care Directors:  Linda Fruland daycare@coonrapidsumc.org 

 Kim Creasey daycare@coonrapidsumc.org 

Wedding Coordinator: Kayla Christensen wedding@coonrapidsumc.org 

Missed Church? 

Our services are recorded and posted on 
YouTube! This is your chance to be blessed with 
the pastor’s inspirational messages at home.   
Go to  “Coon RapidsUMC.org” and click “Sunday 
Message” 

mailto:info@coonrapidsumc.org?subject=Info
http://www.coonrapidsumc.org

