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METHODIST MESSAGES 

When was the last time you and God met together for a worship service?  
No choir. No piano. No pastor. No bulletin. Just you and God and prayer. 

 
As Christians, we believe that God hears us when we pray, not because we deserve it but 

because Jesus opened the way for us to talk directly to the Father. Here is a prayer example 
from the Bible in Psalm 66:17-20. Listen to the psalmist: “I cried out to him with my mouth; his 
praise was on my tongue.

 
If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have 

listened;
 
but God has surely listened and has heard my prayer. Praise be to God, who has not 

rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me!” 
Did you notice what was happening in those verses? The psalmist called out to God in 

praise. He came with a pure heart – cleansed by confession. He was confident that God was 
listening. God accepted the prayer, and He poured His love on the person praying. The 
psalmist’s worship included praise, a pure heart, communicating with God, and then God’s 
affirmation and love were poured out. Yes, true worship took place ... worship by prayer.  

Prayer is one of the most important spiritual exercises for a believer. Jesus Himself spent 
entire nights in prayer communing with His Father while He lived on earth . His prayers were not 
just petitions to get something. Too often we think of prayer as a way to get God to do things for 
us (petition) or for others (intercession), but the highest purpose of prayer is to deepen our 
relationship with Him (communion). I read somewhere that in petition God does something FOR 
us, in intercession He does something THROUGH us, and in communion He does something IN 
us. That just made it so much clearer to me. 

If we’re not comfortable praying, we need to practice. The more we talk to God the easier it 
becomes. And the closer we draw to Him the easier it is for us to hear him and discern His will 
for our lives. Our prayers will become less self-centered and more God-centered as we draw 
closer to Him. Communion with God is a great privilege and the most important element of 
prayer.  

You don’t have to know fancy phrases to pray. You don’t need to bow your head or fold 
your hands or get on your knees. You can pray anywhere, any time. To me, prayer is simply a 
conversation with my Friend.  

 
Nancy Mahowald 
Lay Leader 

Coon Rapids United Methodist Church May 2019 

Mother’s Day  
May 12 - 9:00 am 

 
Come see Light of Life Choir sing their Mini 

Musical ! 
 

Volunteer Appreciation Sunday 
Thank you Jerry Bartlett for the beautiful 

plants! 
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ADULT CANOE TRIP TO THE BWCA! 
(Boundary Waters Canoe Area)  

Thursday, August 8 - Sunday, August 11, 2019  
 
Calling all adults, here’s your opportunity to:  
 

Hear the Loons a calling!  
Canoe paddle pristine lakes!  
Eat wood fire grilled pizza!  
and so much more!  
 

Cost is only $195 which includes transportation, 
food (8 meals plus snacks), lodging (yes tents!), 
equipment (except personal gear) and permits. 
No experience necessary for this awesome trip 
on the water! Deadline to register with payment is 
Thursday, July 18. Even more info coming soon. 
Can't wait? Contact: Kevin Stockman 612-581-

2019 May Love Offering for Missions 

Each year, churches in the Minnesota Annual 
Conference take a Love Offering for missions. 
The offering is brought to annual conference - a 
gathering of United Methodist clergy and laity 
from across the state. The theme of the 2019 An-
nual Conference - taking place June 18-20 in St. 
Cloud - is “Dare to Reach-Love Boldly!” This 
year’s Love Offering will include two parts - an 
offering of financial gifts and an offering of pray-
ers. The monetary offering will be shared with 
three projects that extend our commitment to 
“love boldly”: 

 Lao Samphan Methodist Church - for sup-
porting Rev. Daniel Yang, a Minnesota United 
Methodist missionary in Laos for new church 
development and for creating programs to 
support the socio-economic development of 
both church members and communities in 
Laos, one of the poorest countries in the 
world. 

 Volunteer Lawyers Network - for providing 
no cost civil legal services to people living in 
poverty. It connects single parents, the work-
ing poor, immigrants, prior offenders, the 
LGBTQ community, and others with top law-
yers in the state, who donate their time to 
support equal access to justice. 

 Volunteers in Mission Scholarships - for 
providing participants an opportunity to grow 
in faith through engaging in hands-on-projects 
that build infrastructure to ensure nutritional, 
medical, and educational programs in devel-
oping countries become sustainable and lo-
cally run. 

The second part is for us to offer to God the 
name of one acquaintance, who does not know 
Christ, for whom we are committed to “dare to 
reach” through our prayers and witness of com-
passion, love, and hope. 

Feel the power of love and faith through a cash 
donation during the month of May. Please mark 
“Love Offering” on your check memo and giving 
envelope.  

Plus write the name of the person you commit to 
praying for on the small cards provided in church. 
Thank you! 

Youth Canoe Adventure Day  
Friday, June 28!  

 
Canoe Adventure Day on the Mississippi 
River. Save the date for an awesome day on 
the water at Kim and Tim Lynch’s home on 
the Mississippi River!  

Here’s the scoop:  
 10 - 11am: Intro to Canoeing  
 11am - 1pm: Canoe the Mississippi River 

to Anoka Ramsey Community College or 
the Champlain Bridge, then back to Kim's 
house 

 1 - 3pm: Food, Games, and Swimming  
 Cost: Free!  
 Register by Sunday, June 23  
 
For youth going into 7th grade through 12th 
grade A signed waiver is needed from your 
parents. Co-Sponsored by the new "CRUMC 
Outdoor Adventure Ministries" group and the 
Youth Group. More information coming for 
this best day ever!  
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Flat Roof Update 
After another challenging spring melt season, the 

Executive Board and Trustees have de-

termined that in order to avoid any further 

water damage, now is the time for the 

church to replace the entire flat roof.  

A Trustee Task force is currently working 

with commercial roofing contractors to 

obtain cost estimates and determine the optimal materi-

al finish for the project.  

Sometime in early May, the 

Trustees will make a recommenda-

tion to the Executive Board to for-

mally approve the contractor for this 

project. Because of the size of the 

flat roof, we anticipate the cost to be significant, alt-

hough estimated to be under $200,000. A more definite 

cost will be known once the final contractor is chosen 

and a bid is received for the work. Once the cost is 

known, the Stewardship Team will be conducting a roof 

replacement fund drive to “Raise the Roof” . We are 

praying that God will provide what we need within 

about a four-month period, from May through August. 

The roofing work will likely be performed during either 

August or at the latest mid-September. The funds will 

need to be received by that time in order to meet the 

church’s financial obligation to the contractor for the 

work performed.  

In case you are not aware, we have a mortgage 

debt of over $919,000 as of the end of February 2019. 

Because of this, the church is not in a financial position 

to be able to incur much more debt, if any. The Trus-

tees, Finance Committee and Stewardship Team want 

to provide you with this roof update information so that 

you can begin to intentionally pray about funding this 

project prior to the “Raising the Roof” fund drive kick-off 

in May. It is time for us to pull together to ensure that 

our church building will be useful and viable for years 

to come.  

As this project progresses through the next 

months, we will do everything possible to keep you 

updated. Thank you for your commitment towards 

and consideration in helping our church continue to 

grow and succeed.  

CRUMC Trustees, Finance and Stewardship  

GIVE 

Give In Vital Enthusiasm:  

Live Intentionally;  

Give Intentionally 

“I am not strong enough to take this on Lord; 

Please give me strength” ….    

I uttered these words 22 years ago, as I had 

just resigned from my clinical administrative posi-

tion at the state psychiatric hospital, and took on a 

position as a professor. I had not sought the posi-

tion, I was recruited; yet I firmly felt the good Lord 

led me to this position. It was one of the most diffi-

cult decisions of my life, yet one of the most im-

portant.  That afternoon at an unexpected visit, my 

brother gave me a hug and said, “I’m proud of you 

sis”. Little did I know they would be the last words 

I’d hear from him on his earthly journey as he was 

tragically killed in a car accident just hours later. 

Yet despite his death and the sadness, there was 

life, there was hope. Not only does he dance with 

the angels, he donated 5 vital organs to save lives. 

It was his legacy.  

What is your legacy? Through the tragic death 

of my brother, the Lord renewed my strength and 

gently taught me the importance of living intention-

ally, and giving intentionally. Yet even in such in-

tentional living and giving, I realize I too must al-

ways humble myself in order to listen to the Lord 

about where I can give of my time, talent, and mon-

etary gifts.  

 May we all seek to prayerfully consider where 

we can give of our time, talents and tithes/ gifts in a 

new and more generous way.  “God loves a cheer-

ful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7)– I invite us all to con-

sider the question, “What one new and generous 

way can you give to CRUMC this year”? Let us 

all work together to realize the mission of CRUMC. 

 

GIVE 

Give In Vital Enthusiasm:  

Live Intentionally;  

Give Intentionally 

 Kristine Haertl, Stewardship Committee 

Got Buckets? 
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In Layman's Terms:  The Thoughts and Musings of a Certified Lay Minister 

 
"Washed in the Water" 

 
 Sunday, March 31, 2019. Like many of you, I showed up for worship that day and 

noticed that the front of the sanctuary looked different. It looked more open and spacious than 
in the past, and there was a drum kit up front situated not too far from our praise band's drum 
kit. "Hmm," I said to myself, "This is going to be different." 

It was. Worship music was led by a group of 4 young men. Two of them, Marc and Alex, 
grew up in our church. Joining them were Pastor Dianna's son, Michael, and Nick. These 4 
guys shared their musical gifts with our church and I was so moved. Yes, it was louder than 
some people are used to, but the Holy Spirit was definitely moving through these 4 guys and 
everyone in attendance. It was different, but in a good way. 

Then, later on in the service, Pastor Dianna, with help from Tammy Gallagher and Don 
Anderson, had a bowl up front that was filled with water. Pastor Dianna invited the 
congregation to come forward, if so moved, and have their hands washed in the water. "Um, 
"I thought to myself, "This is going to be different...really different." 

It was. As I waited my turn to go forward and have my hands washed, my eyes were 
drawn to the projection screens in the front of the sanctuary. Images of broken pieces of 
pottery caught my attention. Then, I heard something to the effect of "We are never too 
broken, or our pieces too scattered, to be healed by Jesus." Well, I'll be honest with you, my 
brothers and sisters in Christ, I lost it. I started crying, thinking of all my brokenness and 
grateful for a Savior who wants to heal me. I walked forward, trying to avoid Pastor Dianna's 
look so she wouldn't see me crying in church. But Pastor Dianna knew. She could tell I was 
hurting, and her words of blessing to me while washing my hands comforted me right down to 
my soul. 

Big deal, huh? Well, to me and many others, this particular worship service was a big 
deal. It was a stretch for many of us. The music was louder, the emotions were more raw, 
and coming forward to have our hands washed were all things that we normally don't do in 
our worship service. Yet, we all know that our worship and praise of the Lord cannot become 
ordinary, routine, and stagnant. Sometimes we will experiment with our worship and try new 
things; there will be times when those experiments are a success, touching many more 
people in the process, and there will be times when our experiments leave us with a lot to be 
desired. Regardless of the outcome, we must continue trying new methods to reach others in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 

As I left worship that particular Sunday, I was quiet, not wanting to stay around and talk 
with others but to spend time in my thoughts, praising God for standing by me and everyone 
else during our good times and not-so-good times. Then, the image of Japanese pottery 
came to my mind. Did you know that, in Japan, gold was used to fix cracks in pottery? The 
gold helps seal the cracks and actually helps the pottery last longer. As I thought about this, I 
realized that we are all broken in some way, shape, or form. God uses his very own gold, his 
blood, to fill in the cracks and make us whole again. What a wonderful 
blessing that is! 

My friends, my prayer for us is that we spend time in the Word, allowing Jesus Christ to 
wash us clean with his blood, filling in our brokenness and making us whole, allow us to let 
God's word saturate our lives with his healing, living water. Remind us to share that same 
word with others and make it rain down on them with the love of Jesus Christ. We are never 
too broken for God. We simply need to remember to be washed in the water, cleansed by the 
blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus. 
 

Amen.                         John Lloyd 
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Our Medical Equipment  
Lending Program    

can provide you, your loved one, a 
friend or family member with the 
following: Crutches, canes, walkers, 
or a shower chair. These items have 
all been donated, and intended for 
the use of those in need. Contact 
the church office to sign out the item 
and return it to Coon Rapids UMC 
when the need has ended.   Contact 
Kathy Facer if you need help. 

Got News? 
If you have news, announcements, or 
any other church related information 
that you would like to share with the 
Coon Rapids United Methodist Church 
community: 
 
 Articles for June “Methodist Messag-

es” are due to Cathi in the Church 
Office by May 15th .  

 Sunday Bulletin announcement 
deadline is Wednesday at 8:00 am.  

 Website and Facebook notices as 
needed. 

 
Email submissions are pre-
ferred, but paper submissions 
are also accepted. Thanks!  
Info@coonrapidsumc.org.  

Hygiene Kit Materials 
 
We will be collecting the following items during the 
months of April and May. You may bring in completed 
kits, individual items, or money. The kits will be taken to 
Annual Conference by delegates from our church. Most 
of the kits are distributed within the United States.  
Thank you for caring for those in need.  
 

 One hand towel (15 x 25 –17 x 27 inches) (No 
kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels) 

 One washcloth (No kitchen, cleaning, or microfi-
ber towels) 

 One comb Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches 
of teeth (No pocket combs or picks) 

 One toenail or fingernail clipper (No emery boards 
or metal nail files) (This is a change) 

 Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger) (No Ivory or 
Jergen's soap; Do not remove from packaging) 

 One adult toothbrush (Do not remove from pack-
aging; ONE toothbrush per package) 

 10 adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inches) (This is a 
change); common household bandaids 

 One one-gallon size re-sealable bag 
 $2.00 per kit for toothpaste and shipping 

 

Help us partner with the Spirit River Community 

to provide food to those in need. 
  

Volunteer opportunities available to people of all  

abilities… from unloading the truck to handing out tokens.   

  

People from age 12 to 92 have successfully volunteered,  

so don’t count yourself out. God needs you! 

  

Isanti Middle School; 201 Centennial Dr; Isanti, MN 55040 

Matthew 25 Food  

Distribution 
  

Memorial Weekend 

Saturday, May 25 
  

8:55 AM to 12 noon 

mailto:cathi@coonrapidsumc.org?subject=Newsletter%20
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Click here for online Calendar 

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73809828


 

8 

Coon Rapids UMC  

info@coonrapidsumc.org 

(763) 755-6990 

www.coonrapidsumc.org 

Church Calendar Online 

 

 

“@coonrapidsumc” 

Coon Rapids United Methodist Church  

10506 Hanson Blvd NW 

Coon Rapids, MN 55433 
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Church Staff 

Pastor: Dianna Dunham Foltz DiannaDFoltz@gmail.com 

Ministry Support: Tammy Gallagher TammyCRUMC@gmail.com 

Administrator: Cathi Weber cathi@coonrapidsumc.org 

Youth: Becky Boorman beckyb@coonrapidsumc.org 

Children & Education: Kayla Christensen kayla@coonrapidsumc.org 

Music Director: Jo Franta jofranta@aol.com 

Custodians: Jerry & Joyce Bartlett 763-755-4155 

Day Care Directors:  Linda Fruland daycare@coonrapidsumc.org 

 Kim Creasey daycare@coonrapidsumc.org 

Wedding Coordinator: Kayla Christensen wedding@coonrapidsumc.org 

Missed Church? 

Our services are recorded and posted on 
YouTube! This is your chance to be blessed with 
the pastor’s inspirational messages at home.   
Go to  “Coon RapidsUMC.org” and click “Sunday 
Message” 

mailto:info@coonrapidsumc.org?subject=Info
http://www.coonrapidsumc.org

