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METHODIST MESSAGES 

Happy New Year, Coon Rapids UMC!  

I hope you all had a wonderful time celebrating and honoring Jesus’ birth with family and friends.  I am praying for all of 

you and your families in this coming year, that God may bring you newness of life no matter what your circumstances are.  

Remember, God is always good, and always has a plan! 

As someone who grew up in Florida, winter is always hard for me.  I am always aware of the shortening days, counting 

down to the shortest day, December 21, and then looking forward to more sunlight ahead.  But even after the sun begins 

to spend more time in the sky, the temperature outside does not often follow suit.  Simply put, even though there is 

increasing sunshine in January and February, often it is bitterly cold.  The northern lifers are thinking, “no kidding?”  But 

there is something to learn here!   

Sunshine is so appealing to me.  It is something all of God’s creation on this earth needs to survive, and it draws me 

outside to feel its warmth.  But in the coldest days of winter, it’s a bit strange for a Florida girl… when the sun is shining, it 

seems like it should be warm out there, but it’s often much colder when the sun is bright, and the skies are clear.  In the 

winter in Minnesota (unlike Florida), we actually need that cloud cover to keep us warm.  A bit ironic, if you ask me.  In the 

north, in the winter, the source of heat for our earth needs assistance from clouds.  It’s counterintuitive.   

The morning that I took this picture, I was out walking Simmy and the sun was so 

beautiful I had to stop for a minute (also ironic, since there’s a stop sign in the 

picture!)  By looking at my picture, can you tell whether or not it was cold that 

morning, or whether or not the sky would be clear that day?  Can you determine 

what day it was or identify where it was taken?  (If you guessed Albertville, you’re 

right, because you know that’s where I live!)  We can see a few things that might 

give us some general information - trees and snow, a street lamp, but we cannot 

know the details.  In fact, I’m guessing that if I hadn’t told you it was a morning 

walk, would you be able to tell if it was a sunrise or a sunset?   

What we CAN know about this picture is that the sun is happening.  The creation 

that God put into motion is working and God is providing and moving.  But God may provide and move in ways we cannot 

understand, in ways that don’t meet our expectations, in things we’ve never experienced before.  However, just like my 

incorrect perception that bright sun equaled warmth outside, other conclusions we may have made from our past 

experiences may not be accurate now.   

When you think about it, the only dependable thing is God. 

And so sunrise or sunset, sunshine or clouds, warm or cold, sick or well, clear or confused, settled or worried… 

 
Hallelujah! O servants of Jehovah, praise his name. Blessed is his name forever and forever. Praise him from sunrise 

to sunset! For he is high above the nations; his glory is far greater than the heavens. (Psalm 113)  

 
My prayer… God, let us learn to trust You in every single thing, even when what You’re doing doesn’t align with our 

expectations or past experiences. Transform our hearts from rigidity and self-reliance to resilience for You and Your plan.  

In Jesus name.    

Happy New Year! 

Pastor Dianna 

Coon Rapids United Methodist Church January 2019 
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2018 Missions in Review   Oh, What a Year It Was! 

“The missions are calling and we must go!” And go we, Coon Rapids United Methodist Church, did to 

support and serve in mission projects around the world! Here’s how we were the “hands and feet” of Jesus 

in this world of need: 

• Served Saturday breakfast meals at Simpson Housing Services. 

• Assembled over 6,480 food packs which served over 38,880 meals to hungry children through Feed My 

Starving Children. 

• Over 98 people “bought school days” which was enough to fund Living Stones School in Tanzania for a 

year. 

• Raised close to $1,000 to UMCOR (United Methodist Church Committee of Relief) which helps those in 

need around the world. 

• Collected thousands of pounds of food during March MN Food Share and the November Food Cross 

which helped stock the food shelves and feed hungry people through ACBC (Anoka County Brotherhood 

Council), Coon Rapids High School and Middle School, and Sheridan Story. 

• Gave $2,000 for the Vietnam Project to introduce unbelievers to Jesus and to lead them to become 

Disciples of Christ. 

• Supported the MN Conference Love Offering with $150. 

• Sent $500 to Reliant in support of Shaly Moyal’s (a former CRUMC member) missionary work at Drake 

University in Des Moines, Iowa. 

• Collected school supplies and clothing for Mississippi School plus supported their Summer Adventure 

Program. 

• Held a “Night to Unite” celebration for the community surrounding our Church, with over 350 neighbors 

participating in the fantastic fun, food, games and music served up by over 50 volunteers. 

• Supported 37 Mississippi School students and packed food through the Sheridan Story Weekend Food 

Backpack Program. 

• Offered a Tamale/Taco Dinner and Silent Auction which netted over $5,000 for the Miracle Children’s 

Ranch in Tecate, Mexico. 

• Collected $725 in gift cards for our community in need and $1,095 in gift cards for the Miracle 

Children’s Ranch. 

Thank you for this tremendous outpouring of love and support in a world that so desperately needs it! 

In 2019, we look forward to offering even more hands on local missional volunteer opportunities. 

SAVE THE DATE!!  The Solid Rock Singers Silent Auction/Italian Dinner/Home Worship  

“Testify” is February 16th, 2019!   Dinner 5-6:30 pm and Home Worship at 7 pm.  

This fun annual Saturday evening event in support of the Solid Rock Singers music  
ministry is coming up quick and there are a variety of ways in which you can help:   
donate a new item, a handcrafted item, a service, or a gift basket for the Silent 
Auction; support mission trip and donate online, and plan to enjoy the delicious Italian 
Dinner from 5-6:30 pm before the Home Worship service at 7pm. Your participation at 
this annual event helps raise money to go toward the group's summer mission work and trip expenses. 
Thank you so much for prayerfully considering how you can help! For questions or to donate silent auction 
items, please contact Kirsten Comfort at 612-669-3224 or Anita DeMay at 612-770-2910. Silent Auction 
items should be submitted by Wednesday, February 13th.  

Ticket sales begin January 13th.  Pre-sale dinner ticket prices: $10 per person, $35 for a group of 4. $10 per 
person at the door.   Children 5 and under are free.  
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"In Layman's Terms: The Thoughts and Musings of 
a Certified Lay Minister" by John Lloyd 

It's almost 5 pm on a mid December Thursday 
evening and I'm sitting here at my computer desk. 
I'd already worked 56 hours this week with one 
more work day to go before a three day weekend 
and, to my horror, I realized that I haven't written 
my monthly article for the church newsletter. 
Usually by now, inspiration ...aka GOD...has 
provided me the subject matter for my articles but 
this month has been different. This month, I've got 
nothing. 
 You see, my coworker retired on Halloween 
and I've been working solo since then. Until a few 
weeks ago, it hadn't been a big deal. I could 
handle the workload despite being shorthanded. 
Then, Thanksgiving came, and my workload at the 
Post Office started to increase. Repair parts had 
to be ordered to keep the mail processing 
machines running smoothly. As the days 
countdown to Christmas, increased mail volume 
causes those machines to be worked even harder 
than normal. More usage causes more wear and 
tear on the parts which causes those parts to wear 
out and be replaced. Sixty plus hour work weeks 
have left me tired and worn out, but I'm not 
complaining because I chose to work all the 
overtime hours. The only thing is that, by working 
all those hours, my creative writing output is zero. 
I've got nothing. 
 Ever feel like that in life? You wonder what 
people see in you and if you have anything 
positive and productive to offer. Sometimes a 
person just gets worn out and feels like they don't 
have anything to offer or nothing more to give. 
Most of the time, it's just a temporary phase that 
passes once the person has gotten enough sleep, 
recuperated from feeling run down, or perhaps 
even had a little getaway. But what if that feeling 
stays? They've got nothing. 
 It occurs to me that even on those occasions 
where we feel we have nothing to offer, God 
reminds us time and time again why we are His 
children. He loves each and every one of us and 
whispers to us "You are my beloved. You are my 
child. I love you." God makes sure that we are with 
those people who need us: family members, 
friends, and sometimes complete strangers. It is 
during those encounters that help us realize why 
we are here. Sometimes, the answers to our 
prayers is for us to be the answer to someone 
else's prayers. 
 You might not know this but my favorite movie 
of all time is "It's a Wonderful Life." The main 
character, George Bailey, has some major life 
issues happen to him and his family. George 
questions why he is even alive and is saved by an 
angel named Clarence. It is Clarence's job to 

 
show George the impact that George has had 
on others around him and what their lives would 
be without George. Every year, I watch this 
movie and cry my eyes out, feeling restored by 
God, hopeful for the future, and ever more 
grateful for the family and friends in my life. 
 Yes, my dear brothers and sisters, there are 
times that we feel like we have nothing left to 
offer. It is my belief that, during those times, 
God will bring people and situations into our 
lives to help remind us of everything we do 
have. Each day brings us new opportunities to 
make a positive impact on those we come into 
contact with. Every single one of us has been 
blessed by God with spiritual gifts, and He 
wants us to use our gifts to help others. No 
more "I've got nothing" or "We've got nothing." 
Instead, we should use our gifts to make a 
difference in this world. (If you don't know what 
spiritual gifts you have, you can ask Pastor 
Dianna or another trusted faith mentor at 
church). You could also go online and take a 
spiritual gifts inventory, which, after answering 
some questions, will help you determine just 
what spiritual gifts you have. 
 You and I? Well, no more "I've got nothing" 
speeches from us. We do have something. We 
have a God who loves us. We have families that 
love and encourage us. We have spiritual gifts 
that God has blessed us with in order to help 
make a difference in all we come into contact 
with. And, believe it or not, one tired man sat 
down at his computer and mistakenly thought 
he didn't have anything to write about for this 
month's church newsletter. He may not have 
had anything to start with, but God's inspiration 
helped fill this page with enough words to make 
an article. Once again, God showed me, a tired 
man, why His timing is perfect, and God will 
show you too. Trust in Him. Believe in Him with 
your whole heart. Keep your faith in God, and 
then show that same faith to all those around 
you.  
 Got nothing? Actually, you've got something. 
You have Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, 
and that, my friends, is EVERYTHING. 
Amen. 

Breathe 
    Pray 
        Listen 
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Missed Church? 

Our services are recorded and posted on 
YouTube! This is your chance to be blessed 
with the pastor’s inspirational messages at 
home.  Go to  “Coon RapidsUMC.org” and click 
“Sunday Message” 

Our Medical Equipment Lending Program    
can provide you, your loved one, a friend or family 
member with the following: Crutches, canes, 
walkers, or a shower chair. Please note these items 
have all been donated, and intended for the use of 
those in need. Contact the church office to sign out 
the item and return it to CRUMC when the need has 
ended.   Contact Kathy Facer if you need help. 

Got News? 
If you have news, announcements, or any other I 
nformation that you would like to share with the Coon 
Rapids United Methodist Church community: 
 
 Articles for the January Newsletter “Methodist 

Messages,” are due to Cathi in the Church Office 
by January 15th .  

 Sunday Bulletin announcement deadline is 
Wednesday at 8:00 am.  

 Website and Facebook notices as needed. 
 
Email submissions are preferred, but paper submis-
sions are also accepted.  Info@coonrapidsumc.org. 
Thanks! 

Hospitality for Immigrants at VLN Legal Clinic 
in Minneapolis.  You can make a difference in 
people’s lives.  The Volunteer Legal Clinic, VLN, 
at Park Avenue United Methodist Church in  
Minneapolis needs people to welcome adults and 
children who come to the clinic. The center  
provides free legal services for immigrants and 
others each Thursday afternoon from 3:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. except for 5th Thursdays and holidays. 
We need hospitality providers and hospitality  
volunteers to sign up to help. For more information 
contact Laura Camp, campboblaura@yahoo.com 
763-421-6661   who is a regular volunteer. If you 
are interested in providing hospitality, contact Rev. 
Theresa Mason at tmason@greatplainsumc.com 
to schedule an orientation. (Gail Chalbi) 

United Methodist Women support  
missions here in Minnesota as well as 
around the world? Emma Norton Services 
is the only United Methodist Advance  
Special in Minnesota. ENS serves women 
who are recovering from addictions or 
mental health issues. Without having to 
worry about the basic need of a safe, secure place 
to live, women and their children can utilize and  
focus on supportive programs, life skills, services 
and opportunities available to accomplish their 
goals. ENS fosters stability and encourages  
personal growth at two locations: Emma Norton 
Residence in the heart of downtown St. Paul is 
home to 50 individual women and Emma's Place in 
Maplewood is home to 13 single parent families with 
three or more kids. Housing is permanent, the  
women and families served by ENS may reside at 
Emma Norton Residence and Emma's Place as long 
as they desire. Thank you for supporting United 
Methodist Women and Emma Norton Services. 

Membership Classes 
 

Are you interested in learning more about 
Church membership?  We will be offering two-
part membership classes on Sundays from 10:45 
a.m.-11:30 a.m. in Pastor Dianna's office. Part 1 
will be on February 3 and Part 2 will be on Feb-
ruary 10. Membership Sunday will be on Febru-
ary 24 during the Worship Service.  
If you are interested in attending these classes, 
please sign up at the Welcome Center or contact 
Sue Lehrer at 763-229-9844 
or stillstamping@yahoo.com. 

Adult Fellowship Friends - Come join us for  
potluck luncheon on Friday, January 18 at 11:30am. 
Stay to play games afterward; cards, board games, 
your favorite or learn a new game.  Please be sure to 
sign up in the hallway by the church office with your 
favorite dish and to make sure there's a place for 
you!  If you have any questions, please call Clarice 
763-755-1514, Lynda 763-755-4615, AuraLee 763-
421-7788 or Pam 763-784-3988.  We hope to see 
you.   

We have new refrigerators! 

There are  2 new refrigerators in the kitchen for 
church use.  The one out in the kitchen is for 
‘event’ use.  Please leave it totally empty and 
clean (wiped out) after your event. Take home 
your leftovers. The premise that ‘someone’ will eat 
it never happens. 
The refrigerator in the ‘pantry’ can be used for 
storing regularly used items like ketchup, mustard, 
pickles, olives, salad dressing, etc.  If your group 
serves often you may want to designate a section 
of a shelf. If not put the items on a community 
shelf for all groups to share. Please check the  
supply before you go out and purchase more (it 
could help a tight budget). Use up open containers 
before opening new ones. 
        Thanks,  Bev Davis  

mailto:cathi@coonrapidsumc.org?subject=Newsletter%20
mailto:campboblaura@yahoo.com
mailto:tmason@greatplainsumc.com
mailto:stillstamping@yahoo.com
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Thank You 

The Finance Committee and the Stewardship 

Team want to thank all who completed a Giving 

Card (Pledge) for the 2019 Ministry Fund Cam-

paign. We received 115 pledges totaling $314,132. 

Of the 115 pledges received, 29 were new pledges 

and another 39 increased their pledge from the 

previous year. Again, thank you for your generosity 

and your financial commitment to our Church. Your 

giving makes a difference in the lives of others.  

 

Know anyone who 

plays piano?  We're 

looking for a pianist at 

Coon Rapids UMC 

and we're exploring 

options.  May include 

worship leadership, 

hymns, and some choir accompaniment, 

but could be restructured depending on 

skills and fit.  Please contact Jo Franta or 

Pastor Dianna with questions or if inter-

ested. 

WELCOME TAMMY GALLAGHER, OUR MINISTRY SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST 

 

We have wonderful news!  On Thursday, January 3, 2019, Tammy Gal-

lagher began serving at Coon Rapids UMC as our Ministry Support Spe-

cialist. Some of you may have already met Tammy; she has been attend-

ing worship and other events at Coon Rapids UMC since the beginning of 

September and became a member of the church in November. Following 

our interview process for this role, it was perfectly clear to our SPRC that 

God had aligned our paths. 

Although Tammy will have a familiar office, this is a different staff role than 

what we’ve had before. She will be serving as support for ministry and pastoral-type matters, something our 

growing congregation really needs. As you know, a pastoral-type schedule is always changing, so although 

there will be days she’ll be in for meetings, she will likely not have regularly scheduled office hours. This 

role is salaried, not hourly. Once she has time to become acclimated and we’ve set some goals, she will be 

attending to all kinds of things, for example, organizing prayer groups, making some pastoral care calls, 

supporting meetings, and even teaching classes and some preaching.  

You will also notice that Tammy has a service dog, Fancy (pictured above when she was a puppy). Fancy is 

still in training and may be a bit goofy at times. You are welcome to engage and play with her when she’s 

wearing a green bandana, but otherwise let her learn. Most of the time she will remain in Tammy’s office 

under the desk or will wear a purple vest.  

Tammy has sensed (and many others have affirmed) God’s call to ministry and has been accepted at Lu-
ther Seminary for the Master of Divinity program. She has also been awarded the extraordinary honor of a 
full tuition scholarship from the seminary and will begin classes part-time next fall. This part-time role is a 
perfect match for our church’s needs and for Tammy in her ministry development through seminary, and we 
are thrilled to have her. Please welcome her into our congregation with your words and your prayers! You 
can contact her at TammyCRUMC@gmail.com. 
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To access the Coon Rapids United 

Methodist Church Calendar online 

 Click Here 

http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?ci=G1J4G1O9J4F0O9L6I3
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Coon Rapids UMC 

10506 Hanson Blvd NW 

Coon Rapids, MN 55443 

info@coonrapidsumc.org 

(763) 755-6990 

www.coonrapidsumc.org 
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Church Staff 

Pastor: Dianna Dunham Foltz DiannaDFoltz@gmail.com 

Ministry Support: Tammy Gallagher  

Administrator: Cathi Weber cathi@coonrapidsumc.org 

Youth: Becky Boorman beckyb@coonrapidsumc.org 

Children & Education: Kayla Christensen kayla@coonrapidsumc.org 

Music Director: Jo Franta jo@coonrapidsumc.org 

Pianist: Pam Yenor pam@coonrapidsumc.org 

Custodians: Jerry & Joyce Bartlett 763-755-4155 

Day Care Directors:  Linda Fruland daycare@coonrapidsumc.org 

 Kim Creasey daycare@coonrapidsumc.org 

Wedding Coordinator: Kayla Christensen wedding@coonrapidsumc.org 

  Moving?  Going south for the winter?   

Please notify the Church office so we can keep our records up to date.  

Four ways to receive the CRUMC Newsletter:  

1. Read it online: https://www.coonrapidsumc.org/newsletter 

2. Pick up a copy at church 

3. Receive it in an Email 

4. Mailed to your home 

Notify Cathi in the Church office with your preference.  

Cathi@coonrapidsumc.org or call   763-755-6990. 

Current Resident or: 

mailto:info@coonrapidsumc.org?subject=Info
http://www.coonrapidsumc.org

