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METHODIST MESSAGES 

Greetings Coon Rapids UMC family –  

Well, there’s no doubt now, winter is definitely upon us.  As I am writing this, Erik and I are preparing to take a few days 

away, and can you believe it, we’re heading north?  We must be out of our minds!   

When I was growing up in Florida, snowy up-north winters were only things I saw in pictures or on TV.  It was never 

something I’d experienced as a child and I had no concept for the fullness of it all.  Snow just looked like fun – cold puffy 

stuff to build things with and throw at friends – what could be wrong with that?   

To be honest, when we moved to Minnesota 20 years ago, I can’t say that I really disliked the snow and winter itself, I just 

found the patterns and demands of it difficult.  And… there was a lot to learn.  For one, getting little kids dressed in winter 

clothing is NOT easy.  And another, shoveling snow can be very, very hard work.  Sometimes it even needs to be 

shoveled off roofs (learned that the hard way, twice.)  But there are some positives to the cold temperatures… for 

example, you can buy ice cream at the grocery store and not have to rush home to put it in the freezer.  (That’s definitely 

NOT possible in the south!)  As a kid, the importance of “buy the ice cream last” was so ingrained in my mind that I still 

occasionally have to remind myself of that! 

What I want to write about today though is less about what God is teaching me, and more about how God is teaching me.  

I have discovered that God always works the hardest on me in every sermon I write, and that is true now as well.  And as 

God has called me to ponder creation, especially winter, I believe God is not just letting me read about it or look at 

pictures (as I did as a child) but rather, God is immersing me in it this time.  I am called to a different attention when 

outside with Simmy (the dog who takes me for 2 walks a day), shoveling snow, scraping my windshield, shuffling across 

the parking lot ice… and we’re even heading up north for a short vacation.  God is immersing me to allow for a different 

experience, with eyes open for learning.  Immersion is a very different way of learning.  It’s experiencing things rather than 

just hearing about them or watching them, getting involved in new ways, interacting to understand. 

I’ve been pondering this too… I can see that God definitely wants me to personally learn and immerse myself in “winter,” 

that season of slowing down, resting and preparing for the renewal that is coming, but also that God is wanting me to 

learn the value of immersion.  In this, I am sure that God has a plan… if we are to be about the work of the Kingdom in our 

community, we probably need to get into it, to immerse ourselves first with eyes wide open for learning, interacting to 

understand! 

It is true, living in Minnesota in winter is nothing like seeing pictures of it.  It is difficult and dark at times, but also 

profoundly beautiful and meaningful.  Isn’t it interesting that it took me 20 years to slow down and see that?   

Psalm 19:1-2 (NIV) For the director of music. A psalm of David. 

1 
The heavens declare the glory of God; 

    the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
2 
Day after day they pour forth speech; 

    night after night they reveal knowledge. 

May you be awakened to new insights, immersed in new experiences today! 
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Stewardship...Beyond the Obvious 

Now that we are well beyond the Christmas season and 

we are enduring our Minnesota winter, it is a good time to 

examine what stewardship really is. Once a year, the 

subject comes up about finances and the need to make 

commitments for the next year. But we need to expand 

how we look at stewardship. Let’s start expanding 

stewardship to what our vision for Coon Rapids United 

Methodist Church really is and how do we come closer to 

that vision. Our church reaches out to so many 

individuals, groups and organizations that wouldn’t have 

a home without us. This takes place because of our 

generosity...what we choose to give. 

Please don’t think of stewardship as just money. Think of 

what we are accomplishing, and the vision ahead of us. 

 

All In with God… 

Commitment is our opportunity to serve the Lord and 

may take a step into the unknown. It is so exciting to see 

what is happening within our church as we move forward 

to serving so many in need, as Jesus commanded us to 

do. The spirit that has been rejuvenated from our church 

both within and beyond our church spreads so much 

hope to those in need. Giving is just a part of that vision. 

When we go all in with God, nothing is impossible. 

Through prayer, thought, action and reflection, greater 

inner peace is attained. Giving of oneself involves making 

the commitment both personally and financially. Think 

about what can be achieved when we are All In with God. 

Adult Fellowship Friends  
 

Come join us for potluck luncheon on Friday, 
February 15 at 11:30am. Stay to play games 
afterward; cards, board games, your favorite 
or learn a new game.  Please be sure to sign 
up in the hallway by the church office with 
your favorite dish and to make sure there's a 
place for you!  If you have any questions, 
please call Clarice 763-755-1514, Lynda 763
-755-4615, AuraLee 763-421-7788 or Pam 
763-784-3988.  We hope to see you.   

SAVE THE DATE!!  The Solid Rock Singers Silent Auction/Italian Dinner/Home Worship  

“Testify” is February 16th, 2019!   Dinner and Auction 5-6:30 pm and Home Worship at 7 pm.  

This fun annual Saturday evening event in support of the Solid Rock Singers music  
ministry is coming up quick and there are a variety of ways in which you can help:   
donate a new item, a handcrafted item, a service, or a gift basket for the Silent 
Auction; support mission trip and donate online, and plan to enjoy the delicious Italian 
Dinner from 5-6:30 pm before the Home Worship service at 7pm. Your participation 
at this annual event helps raise money to go toward the group's summer mission 
work and trip expenses. Thank you so much for prayerfully considering how you can 
help! For questions or to donate silent auction items, please contact Kirsten Comfort 
at 612-669-3224 or Anita DeMay at 612-770-2910. Silent Auction  

Pre-sale dinner ticket prices: $10 per person, $35 for a group of 4. $10 per person at the door.   Children 5 
and under are free.  

Know anyone who plays piano?  We're 

looking for a pianist at Coon Rapids 

UMC and we're exploring options.  May 

include worship leadership, hymns, and 

some choir accompaniment, but could 

be restructured depending on skills and 

fit.  Please contact Jo Franta or Pastor 

Dianna with questions or if interested. 
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In Layman's Terms:  The Thoughts and Musings of a Certified Lay Minister 
    

"A Simple Poem to God"  John Lloyd 
 

The Christmas decorations have been put away, and a new year has begun.  
But why, oh God, does it seem that last year's problems are not over and done? 

We rang in the new year with celebration and joy, 
but all the old issues remain that hurt, confuse, and annoy. 

It isn't supposed to be this way. Aren't Christians supposed to be  
Happy and joyful because of your sacrifice on Calvary? 

No, my friends, that isn't true that Christians are problem free. 
In fact, the troubles of life just might be more noticeable for all to see. 

So, dear God, we cry out to you in our suffering and pain, 
filled with tearful, anguished hearts, broken time and time again. 
This isn't what we signed up for, all this heartache and agony, 

being a Christian isn't quite as easy as it seems. 
Yet, Father God, you remind us to trust in your holy plan, 

which, for us, is not at all easy to understand. 
Constantly, you tell us, God, to have faith in you and believe, 

for one day, eternal life is the gift that we'll receive. 
Help remind us all just how we can keep our eyes on you, 

focusing on being more faithful in all we say and think and do. 
God, your children are so grateful for all you've done for us, 

encourage us with your love, faith, hope, and trust. 
Keep our hearts and minds filled with your love, 

until the day comes for us all to join you in heaven above. 
Yes, another year has started but it's a chance anew, 

for us all to become more Christ-like in all we say, think, and do. 
Dear God, we thank you for the gifts and blessings that we've received, 

none of us are deserving, yet you tell us simply to believe. 
Believe in the one who created the world and believe in Jesus, His son,  

believe that one day we'll be with you in heaven, where our new life has just begun. 
Thank you, Lord, for listening to us, every single time we pray 

and for knowing the words of our hearts, when we can't find the words to say. 
Yes, brothers and sisters, a new year has begun but our mission is not done 
We need to reach the lost, hurting, and lonely no matter where they might be 

Whether inside the walls of our building or in the world outside 
help us to make disciples of Christ, and to see Christ magnified. 
Oh Father, we thank you for hearing those words of our hearts 

we trust in your loving kindness. God, how great thou art! 
Amen. 

“Share the Love with UMCOR - Sunday, February 10”  
 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief enacts the faith, hope and love of United Methodists 
globally. UMCOR is the arm of the church that responds in times of crisis to help communities  
rebuild. UMCOR is committed to those people in need of relief, healing and restoration. When  
crisis occurs, UMCOR not only responds, but also stays for the slow work of rebuilding, making the 
impact of its work long lasting. While staying involved with relief and assistance for long lasting  
impact might not seem efficient in our culture of instant gratification, it is how UMCOR is able to 
help people become self-sustaining again, or for the first time, in the wake of natural disaster, 
drought or the diseases of poverty. 
All of the work that is done by The United Methodist Church through UMCOR helps people get 
their lives back, instills hope and builds up communities. This work of hope springs out of love and 
restoration. It is what Jesus calls us to do. Our gifts on UMCOR Sunday, February 10 allow this to 
continue. 
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Coon Rapids UMC  

info@coonrapidsumc.org 

(763) 755-6990 

www.coonrapidsumc.org 

Church Calendar Online 
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Church Staff 

Pastor: Dianna Dunham Foltz DiannaDFoltz@gmail.com 

Ministry Support: Tammy Gallagher TammyCRUMC@gmail.com 

Administrator: Cathi Weber cathi@coonrapidsumc.org 

Youth: Becky Boorman beckyb@coonrapidsumc.org 

Children & Education: Kayla Christensen kayla@coonrapidsumc.org 

Music Director: Jo Franta jofranta@aol.com 

Custodians: Jerry & Joyce Bartlett 763-755-4155 

Day Care Directors:  Linda Fruland daycare@coonrapidsumc.org 

 Kim Creasey daycare@coonrapidsumc.org 

Wedding Coordinator: Kayla Christensen wedding@coonrapidsumc.org 

Missed Church? 

Our services are recorded and posted on 
YouTube! This is your chance to be blessed with 
the pastor’s inspirational messages at home.  Go 
to  “Coon RapidsUMC.org” and click “Sunday 
Message” 
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