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METHODIST MESSAGES 

"One Moment in Time" 
 
 Take a moment to look back at your life. Did you ever have a defining moment,  
or made a decision that was life changing? Most people might say that their defining 
moment was when they accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Some might recall  
the birth of their children as being life changing. Still others might say that the day they met and 
fell in love with their significant other was a truly life changing moment, or perhaps it was the 
day that they exchanged marital vows with that significant other. 
 Lately, I've spent a lot of time, pardon the pun, looking back at my own life. Like 
many of you, I have had those same life changing moments: Accepting Jesus Christ as  
my Lord and Savior. Marrying my wife Bev. Being at the hospital while both of my  
children, and both grandchildren, were born. Seeing my two kids graduate from high  
school, and just recently, watching as my son graduated cum laude with two degrees  
from the University of Minnesota-Duluth. All of these moments were life changers, for me. 
 But there is one moment that I keep thinking back to . . . one moment that comes  
right to my mind whenever I think of a moment where my life changed dramatically. For  
me, that moment is my high school graduation. It wasn't anything special or dramatic. I  
simply graduated from high school. But ever since my high school graduation some  
thirty seven years ago, my life hasn't been the same. Why, you ask? Well, for one simple 
reason:  time. 
 You see, ever since I graduated high school, it has seemed as if the time clock of my life  
sped up. I can not believe it has been 37 years ago since my high school graduation. 
This fall, Bev and I will celebrate our 29th wedding anniversary, and I will hit the 25 year 
milestone at my job with USPS. It blows my mind to think of just how fast my life has been 
going since I graduated high school. But, there is another reason why I'm focused on time. This 
year, I will officially hit both the speed limit and senior citizen numbers (think double nickel!) I'm 
now classified as middle aged, and, quite honestly, I know that there is more time behind me (in 
the rear view mirror of my life) than there is ahead of me. I want to spend my time doing quality 
things with people and spend less time, if any, wrapped up in life dramas. Anyone else feel that 
way, too? 
 Last month, I was blessed to help officiate my uncle's homegoing service. He had been 
diagnosed with kidney failure and bladder cancer and doctor's gave him 3 - 6  months to live. 
My uncle decided to forego kidney dialysis and treatment, and passed away at the age of 75. 
As I shared memories of my uncle during the eulogy, I was reminded just how fleeting time, and  
life, can be. Life is short, the old adage says. We never know just how much time we have on 
this earth. 
    So, laugh more than you frown. Put the day to day issues of life into perspective, and  
realize what issues are truly important and which ones are not. But most importantly, if you 
haven't already done so, accept Jesus Christ into your heart. Jesus is our way into heaven: 
we don't go to heaven because we are nice people or kind to others. No, we go to heaven  
because Jesus Christ died on the cross for our sins. His sacrifice, and his sacrifice alone, is 
the only way we get to heaven. If you haven't accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior,  
please do so now and I guarantee you that it will be one moment in time that you will never  
forget and never regret. Amen.     

John Lloyd  

Coon Rapids United Methodist Church June 2019 



 

2 

Mission News     

Summer EDVENTURES Program 

The school year is winding down but educa-
tional opportunities are still in motion for the 
children at Mississippi Elementary. This sum-
mer, several teachers and staff are volunteer-
ing their time to provide fun and activities for 
kids who live in a couple of the apartments 
near the community college. The intended im-
pact is to build relationships and to encourage 
continued learning through arts and craft activi-
ties, story-time, and themed lessons.  Since 
this is not a program that is sponsored by the 
school, they are seeking donations of crafting 
items, books to give to kids and snacks for dur-
ing the sessions.   

The following items are needed ( A box will 

be in the Narthex hallway) 

Donate kids BOOKS!!! (they like to send home 
free books with the kids each day!),  

Crafting items: toilet paper and paper towel 
tubes, rocks (about baseball size or a bit 
smaller). last year the kids had a blast 
painting rocks!, 

Bubbles (bubble solution, bubble wands, etc.)  
Snacks- which could include: fruit snacks, pret-

zels, gold fish, freezies, etc.. The snacks 
don't necessarily have to be individually 
packaged- they can divide the snacks up 
into ziplock bags if large bags of snacks are 
donated. If you are interested in volunteer-
ing, contact Wendi Jarson for further infor-
mation. 

 
The items needed will be collected during the 
month of June but would like to have as many 
as possible by June 9

th
.  

 
They have also asked for 4 volunteers. The 
time is short – 2 hours on Wednesday after-
noons starting June 12

th
 through July 19

th
.  

This would be a great opportunity for students 
grades 8-12 or college students who would like 
a little more experience with kids.  Adults are 
also welcomed!  Talk with Wendi Jarson  612-
701-6624  or email at wmjarson@gmail.com. 

 

Thank You! 

We have had a wonderful partnership with 
Mississippi Elementary this year. Volunteers 
from Coon Rapids UMC have really stepped 
up by helping out with a variety of tasks and 
events including tutoring, making popcorn, 
helping with Staff Appreciation Month, deliv-
ering food in student lockers all year, testing 
assistance, making backdrops for Reading 
Night, helping with the holiday family event  
and donating school supplies, clothing and 
backpacks… BUT we aren’t done yet!  
Since the end of the year brings teacher 
movement from classroom to classroom and 
so much needs to be done before they go 
home for the summer, we’d like to celebrate 
them one last time!  We would help out with 
some cleaning/organizing and provide a 
small lunch for the staff on that last Friday, 
June 7th while they are completing report 
cards and cleaning up their rooms. If you are 
interested in providing items for a small lunch 
(sloppy joes, cut veggies, fruit, chips, etc) or 
helping with a lounge cleanup, please con-
tact Wendi Jarson 612 701-6624 or email 

Garden Party! 

Ladies, you are invited to a garden party at Ju-
dy Hubmer's home. Come enjoy fellowship, 
treats, and the beauty of nature on Saturday, 
June 29th at 1:30 p.m. Also bring an item for 
Emma Norton Services. The following items 
are needed and greatly appreciated: paper tow-
els, table napkins, cleaning supplies, hand tow-
els, washcloths, small/medium plastic leftover 
containers, plastic gloves, twin sheet sets, pil-
lows, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, body 
lotion, razors, tampons and pads, dental floss, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, liquid body wash, 
hair brushes. Come enjoy the afternoon and 
bless Emma Norton, too.  

Save the date for the  

THIRD ANNUAL NIGHT TO UNITE 

Tuesday, August 6, 2018, from 5-7 pm.  

It will be a fun night for the community.  We 

will be needing help again so please consider 

volunteering your time. There will be hot dogs, 

chips, watermelon and ice cream. We will also 

have games on the lawn and another inflata-

ble for the kids! Keep your eyes open for more 

information in the near future! 

mailto:wmjarson@gmail.com
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YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

 

Flat Roof Update 
 

 
Recently the contract was signed for the new 
flat roof installation. Work should begin some-
time early in August and will take approxi-
mately 3 weeks for completion.  
The contractor will be Pinnacle Roofing Sys-
tems, a locally owned company. They are also 
the same company that did the shingle roof 
last summer. Work will now focus on prepar-
ing everyone for this project and completing 
some other projects prior to the start of the 
new roof. As this progresses summer and de-
velops, we ask you to pray for its' success and 
too prayerfully consider a contribution to the 
cost. This is going to take an effort from all of 
us. Your prayers, contributions and help 
will continue to keep the building dry, safe and 
welcoming for everyone. From the trustees, 
stewardship and finance committees, we 
thank everyone for your help and sup-
port. Should you have any questions, please 
contact Tim Mason or any one of the trustees. 
 
As of May 20 we are at $47,475 toward our 
goal of $175,000. Thank you for your support ! 
 

CRUMY Bonfire: Wednesday June 5  
6pm-9pm!  All incoming 6th graders - gradu-

ating Seniors! Come join us for CRUMYs 
Summer Kick Off bonfire! There will be 

snacks and games! In case of uncooperative 
weather we will be inside. 

 

Wednesday Nights all summer!  
6pm-9pm  

All incoming 6th Graders-Graduating Seniors! 
We are planning to meet simultaneously as 2 
groups, middle school (incoming 6th-incoming 
8th graders) and High School (incoming 9th 

graders-graduating seniors). We want YOU to 
come be part of the fun! 

 

Jenny Lindner   Jenny@coonrapidsumc.org 

Cassie Larsen  Cassie@coonrapidsumc.org 

Youth Canoe Adventure Day  
Friday, June 28!  

 
Canoe Adventure Day on the Mississippi 
River. Save the date for an awesome day on 
the water at Kim and Tim Lynch’s home on 
the Mississippi River!  

Here’s the scoop:  
 10 - 11am: Intro to Canoeing  
 11am - 1pm: Canoe the Mississippi River 

to Anoka Ramsey Community College or 
the Champlain Bridge, then back to Kim's 
house 

 1 - 3pm: Food, Games, and Swimming  
 Cost: Free!  
 Register by Sunday, June 23  
 
For youth going into 7th grade through 12th 
grade A signed waiver is needed from your 
parents. Co-Sponsored by the new "CRUMC 
Outdoor Adventure Ministries" group and the 
Youth Group. More information coming for 
this best day ever!  

Rev. Cullen Tanner will be ordained at 7:30 
pm Tuesday, June 18 at River Center in St. 
Cloud. Many of you know Cullen, who came to 
our church as a first grader and grew up at 
Coon Rapids UMC. If you are not able to attend 
in person, this Celebration of Life in Ministry 
worship service will be live-streamed.  

https://
www.minnesotaumc.org/2019AClivestreaming 

Minnesota Annual Conference, June 18-20, 
plenary sessions will also be available via live 
streaming—including two teaching sessions by 
Rev. Dr. Mark Teasdale and Bishop Ough’s 
Episcopal Address.  

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/2019AClivestreaming
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/2019AClivestreaming
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DON’T LIMIT GOD! 

I read that when the founding fathers of New York City laid out the streets, they began with 
the six or seven that were existing.. They thought about how big the city would become and 
drew the streets out to 19

th
 Street – far beyond what they believed the city would grow.  Now 

they are out to 284
th
 Street. The founding fathers were a little shortsighted. They set their city 

limits way too low. Sometimes we do that in our spiritual lives, too.  

Any time we experience change we experience fear. At least I do. I like things status quo. 
Don’t rock my boat. When I was younger I didn’t like things to get shaken up. I liked them just 
as they were – because I was afraid of the unknown. But I’ve learned over the years that if 
you don’t experience change you are living a very boring life! Think about it. No change? No 
higher education; no new job. No change? No new house or car. No change? No adventures 
or vacations. No change? No spiritual growth. No change? No _ _ _ _ You fill in the blank. If 
we don’t experience change, we are limiting our very lives. 

All of us have limited God, too, by not acknowledging His plan for our lives and our church. 
He’s the orchestrator of all things and if we only listen to His plans for us, everything will fall 
into place. Easier said than done? You betcha. We need to be in constant prayer for our 
global church, our leadership, our vision, our fellow Christians, and our ministries. We need to 
humble ourselves before our God and let Him know that we are ready: ready to let go of petty 
issues; ready to trust in our leaders; ready to move outside of our church building and move 
forward into the amazing future He has laid out for us. Are we are ready to let go and let 
God? If we are, we need to step out of the boat and reach for Jesus’ hand. Trust in Him and 
we can walk on water. Don’t limit your life by being afraid. And don’t limit God! 

Nancy Mahowald, Lay Leader 

Help us partner with the Spirit River Community 
to provide food to those in need. 

  

Volunteer opportunities available to people of all  
abilities… from unloading the truck to handing out tokens.   

  
People from age 12 to 92 have successfully volunteered,  

so don’t count yourself out. God needs you! 
  

Isanti Middle School; 201 Centennial Dr; Isanti, MN 55040 

 

Matthew 25 Food  

Distribution 

Saturday, June 22 

8:55 - Noon 

Some staff emails have 
changed with our updated 
email and phone systems. 
Please see list on the back 
of the worship bulletin or 
check our website 
www.coonrapidsumc.org. 
Staff now have individual 
extension numbers and 
voicemail boxes. 
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AN UPDATE ON OUR METHODIST CHURCH AND HUMAN 
SEXUALITY MATTERS 

 

As many of you know, our United Methodist Church has been wrestling over matters regarding human sexuali-
ty. For many years, our Book of Discipline has prohibited same-sex marriage and homosexual clergy, but this 
last February, the proposal to change that to allow churches to make individual choices in this matter did not 
pass. Instead, after very painful discourse, by narrow margin, the result was affirmation of the traditional lan-
guage. Therefore, currently, the global UMC still prohibits same-sex marriage and homosexual clergy. For 
those who agree with this stance, it may be good news. But for many who disagree, for LGBTQIA persons, or 
those who have friends and family in the LGBTQIA community, it may be massively damaging. For some fami-
lies raising children who are not yet aware of their sexuality, it creates great concern for their future inclusion in 
the UMC. Therefore, for many, this is just not OK. 

It seems clear that our United Methodist Church has come to a place where schism is unavoidable. For those 
who are looking for more information about the group that is thankful for the continuation of this traditional 
stance, a good resource may be the Wesleyan Covenant Association https://wesleyancovenant.org/ or the 
Good News Magazine https://goodnewsmag.org/. There are others, but this is a start. In Minnesota, this group 
is very small. 
Most United Methodist churches and UMC clergy in Minnesota are aligned in the belief that this traditional lan-
guage must change to allow for at least a choice, if not full inclusion of all people. Some of the organizations in 
Minnesota who are leading the change are Minnesota Methodists https://www.minnesotamethodists.org/ and 
Minnesota Reconciling Congregations http://www.mnrcumc.org/ See this link to an article about a recent event: 
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/60-minnesotans-participate-in-our-movement-forward-work-to-
shape-church-s-future-12823084?
fbclid=IwAR1xK1HotLK5jph2MnLMgx14nar89KJeSoISIdNrW8RS6TNco7N2bs4b1fY. This is also true national-
ly as many entire conferences continue to pursue change and may even plan to form a new Methodist denomi-
nation. This broad movement seems to be coalescing around NextUMC https://nextumc.org/. One of the cen-
tral UMC pastors leading this is Rev. Adam Hamilton https://www.adamhamilton.com/blog. Another organiza-
tion is the United Methodist Centrist Movement with a Facebook presence under UMCM Today, and another is 
UM Insight.net http://um-insight.net/.   

As your pastor, I want to tell you that this is deeply troubling and even heartbreaking to me on many levels, in-
cluding right here at Coon Rapids UMC. We are on a large ship together that has been stuck and anchored, 
but now breaking free, navigating the waters of change while learning to refocus on Jesus and God’s plan for 
our congregation. We are learning to reprioritize loving and reaching people for Jesus over all things, and our 
willingness to serve is expanding in ways we’d never imagined. We see God’s miracles all around us. After 
years of decline, God is doing a mighty work here and we’re newly inspired to move forward, to grow and go 
for the sake of God’s Kingdom.  

I believe we have unlimited potential to succeed, but as I have conversations with many of you and hear about 
others through leaders who have been listening carefully, we know that we’re not quite aligned on these sexu-
ality matters. Although it seems that most of our congregation and leadership are ready to fully include all peo-
ple, we may well have members who believe that the traditional stance must remain. I am praying, wondering, 
can our church remain aligned with God’s plan for us together even if we’re not sure we agree on these mat-
ters? Can we continue to pray, listen, talk and learn, to grow in our faith and understanding together? Can we 
continue to love and serve for Jesus and those He’s trying to reach? Can we continue to be a part of the mira-
cles God is already doing through us together?  

For those who are anxious for change, and for our church to determine our stance, please know that for the 
United Methodist Church on a conference, national, and international level, the waters are turbulent right now. 
Our goal is to stay on course with God’s plan, but float on this matter if you will, until we know more about what 
our Minnesota Annual Conference will do in anticipation of or in the event of a UMC schism. Although we do 
have our Minnesota Annual Conference gathering in June, and are anticipating discussion and proposals 
there, this will likely not be resolved in a few months. Also, there is another General Conference scheduled in 
2020; please know, it just takes a long time and a lot of work to take apart a 12.7 million-member global team. 
We are trusting that God will guide us and help us settle on this matter in God’s perfect timing, but I am deeply 
troubled that it may cause division and make our Coon Rapids UMC ship unseaworthy. Please, see the gravity 
of what we stand to lose if this matter divides us. 

https://wesleyancovenant.org/
https://goodnewsmag.org/
https://www.minnesotamethodists.org/
http://www.mnrcumc.org/
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/60-minnesotans-participate-in-our-movement-forward-work-to-shape-church-s-future-12823084?fbclid=IwAR1xK1HotLK5jph2MnLMgx14nar89KJeSoISIdNrW8RS6TNco7N2bs4b1fY
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/60-minnesotans-participate-in-our-movement-forward-work-to-shape-church-s-future-12823084?fbclid=IwAR1xK1HotLK5jph2MnLMgx14nar89KJeSoISIdNrW8RS6TNco7N2bs4b1fY
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/60-minnesotans-participate-in-our-movement-forward-work-to-shape-church-s-future-12823084?fbclid=IwAR1xK1HotLK5jph2MnLMgx14nar89KJeSoISIdNrW8RS6TNco7N2bs4b1fY
https://nextumc.org/
https://www.adamhamilton.com/blog
http://um-insight.net/
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In the meantime, I want to share with you in more detail where my heart and logic lie. Recently, at a local restau-
rant I ran into one of our youth, where they are employed. They left their station to approach me and in front of 
coworkers, gave me a big, smiley hug. Now, how many teenagers hug their pastor like that in public? I was blessed 
beyond words to have built trust with one of our young people like this. This youth is an LGBTQIA person. They are 
not at all the only LGBTQIA person in our congregation by far, not the only youth or young person, and they are 
certainly not the only LGBTQIA person in Coon Rapids, Anoka, Blaine, Fridley... Even though we don’t talk about it, 
Coon Rapids UMC is a church with many LGBTQIA members, friends and extended family, more than you may 
know. And there will be more. When I look at our children in our church, in our community, through our school part-
nership and more, I wonder, will Coon Rapids UMC be a fully inclusive church for all people?  Will it be a safe and 
inclusive environment for families to raise their kids? What if one discovers that they’re gay? Will they still be fully 
welcomed and encouraged here? What if they want to become a VBS leader, or share a testimony in worship, or 
maybe even become a Lay Speaker or Lay Leader? And what if they sense a call to formal ministry? Will they and 
their families be ushered out the door? If so, then why would anyone want to raise a child in our church knowing 
this risk? Recently, I saw an article written by Rev. Scott Gilliland titled “We’re Building a New Methodism for our 
Children”. Scott’s words echo my own heart.  https://um-insight.net/perspectives/we-re-building-a-new-methodism-
for-our-children/ 

Although I have long held a very centrist-leaning-traditional view and deeply respect the Bible as God’s word, I be-
lieve fully that God has changed my heart and my mind. My logic also reconciles this fully in several ways. For one, 
I believe the Bible teaches that God’s strategy for people shifted over time. God’s strategy to unite and protect the 
Israelite people was governed by law. But later, God’s strategy through Jesus upended the temple, as He Himself 
broke the rules He made for His people in the past, and even spoke with and touched those who were “unclean”. 
As Jesus fulfilled the law, God changed the course of our faith completely. After that, God’s strategy to expand the 
church after Jesus’ resurrection and ascension shifted more and was diverse by location and cultural norms. But 
there was this remarkable transformation in God’s strategy with the allowance of Gentiles (Gentiles are everyone 
not Jewish … and we’re probably all Gentiles here). This began with the conversion of Cornelius, around Acts 10. 
Because of God’s strategy change, a door was opened wider, and from that moment, Gentiles could be grafted into 
the vine, allowed and fully included without observing the OT law or observing the practices of Judaism, not even 
requiring circumcision for males. Because of God’s past strategy, some believed that this was wrong, black-and-
white sinful, (At that time, Judiazers held to God’s past strategy… learn more about them at https://
www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/judaizers.html) but God clearly allowed the non
-conforming Gentiles in anyway. We are the benefactors of that shift, and I and many others believe that God’s 
strategy may have shifted again to fully include LGBTQIA persons. The belief that God’s strategy may have 
changed does not in any way imply that the Bible is no longer valid or that we’ve thrown out Jesus or the need for 
repentance, it is a belief that God intends for the door to be opened wider, not closed tighter. This is my personal 
belief in a nutshell summary, and this is how I believe God is leading me as your pastor… doors open wider, love 
made broader, grace freely given, lead people to Jesus and let God be God. 

I know these are anxious times, but please remember, the church in general has divided many times over many 
things. In the end, we know that the Kingdom of God will come and through Christ, the church ultimately wins. May 
we continue to be a part of the Kingdom-building work that God has clearly continued and started anew here. In the 
meantime, we are prayerfully watching to see where the giant ship of the UMC and the larger ship of the Minnesota 
Annual Conference go. We are also praying, listening and discerning carefully the stance of our congregation even 
now. While we have not yet held formal discussions or meetings, I have met with people to share thoughts and 
would encourage you to reach out to me, Tammy Gallagher or any Executive Board or SPRC member if you would 
like to share what you think and feel about this. And if you would like, our District Superintendent, Rev. Susan 
Nienaber, has even offered to meet with people who would like to have a conversation with her directly. Even if 
you’re not completely sure where you stand and are wrestling with these things, it would be great to hear from you. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this. Please share as needed with anyone, and again, feel free to reach out to 
me for further information or conversation anytime. (If you don’t have internet access, please contact us so we can help 
you see the websites and articles referenced in this letter.) 

With great love for the Lord and for all of you, 

Pastor Dianna                             

https://um-insight.net/perspectives/we-re-building-a-new-methodism-for-our-children/
https://um-insight.net/perspectives/we-re-building-a-new-methodism-for-our-children/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/judaizers.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/judaizers.html
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Click here for online Calendar 

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73809828
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“@coonrapidsumc” 

Coon Rapids United Methodist Church  

10506 Hanson Blvd NW 

Coon Rapids, MN 55433 

Non-Profit Org 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit #76 
Anoka MN 55303 

Coon Rapids UMC  
(763) 755-6990 

www.coonrapidsumc.org 
prayerrequests@coonrapidsumc.org 

info@CoonRapidsUMC.org  
 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Dianna Dunham Foltz PastorDianna@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Ministry Support: Tammy Gallagher Tammy@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Administrator: Cathi Weber Cathi@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Youth: Jenny Lindner Jenny@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

 Cassie Larsen Cassie@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Children & Education: Kayla Christensen Kayla@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Music Director: Jo Franta JoFranta@aol.com 

Custodians: Jerry & Joyce Bartlett 763-755-4155 

Day Care Directors:  Linda Fruland Daycare@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

 Kim Creasey Daycare@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Wedding Coordinator: Kayla Christensen Wedding@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Missed Church? 

Our services are recorded 
and posted on YouTube! 
This is your chance to be 
blessed with the pastor’s 
inspirational messages at 
home.   

Coon RapidsUMC.org 
“Sunday Message”  

http://www.coonrapidsumc.org
mailto:info@coonrapidsumc.org?subject=Info

